
By MR. SNYDER
The Eagle’s Cry

ENGADINE – In what could 
be considered a huge turn of 
events, the school board recently 
hired Mr. Reed as Engadine’s new 
superintendent, effective January 
1, 2020.

The news was surprising 
for some, but not for most. 
However, Reed was probably 
the most surprised out of all the 
candidates.

“When I first came in, I 
thought that this was going to stay 
Mrs. McArthur as superintendent 
and myself (as the high school 
principal) for a long time,” Reed 
said. “Things moved really, 
really fast. In fact, I probably told 
everybody that I never wanted 
to be a superintendent. I kind of 
still don’t necessarily want to 
be a superintendent, you know. 
But I guess we’ll learn the job 
as we learn the job and become 
knowledgeable about it.”

The school board wanted 
to keep focus on maintaining the 
implementation of the MIExcel 
Blueprint for School Reconfiguration. 
Engadine is currently in the thick of 
implementing the Blueprint. What 
the MIExcel Blueprint for School 
Reconfiguration does is provides a 
system for districts to use to bolster 
student achievement. It places 
strong values on consistency and 
systems in the district in order to 
maximize student, teacher, and 
leader performance. Its intent is to 
disrupt current teaching trends in 
order to force districts to almost 
start over and rebuild their systems 
from the ground up.

And the school board wanted 

someone in place who knew this 
system. They did not want to have 
to start over again.

“The important thing was to 
make sure we stay the course,” 
Reed said. “We’re this deep into 
this process of The Blueprint. If we 
were to give it up now, I don’t want 
to see anybody get demoralized. 
Teachers try, like, 50 different 
improvement plans all the time. 
And they just die on the vine and 
we move on to the next thing. And 
we never get anywhere and spin in 
circles for years. I don’t want to see 
that happen. This was not my plan.”

Reed steps into a mighty big 
role replacing McArthur as the 
district superintendent. But Reed is 

just as detail oriented as McArthur 
is, and his focus remains on 
implementing the Blueprint. That’s 
the level of consistency the school 
board was hoping to find.

Starting over is not an option.
“Most schools have district 

plans and are constantly responding 
to crises rather than having a real 
destination they’re pointed in,” Reed 
said. “All this Blueprint plan really 
does that’s unique ... it’s doing the 
district things and it’s all focused on 
the goal of student achievement. I 
think what happens in most districts 
is that they lose sight of the student 
achievement focus and instead try 
to put out random fires. Everything 
here is focused on that student 
achievement, and I think that’s the big 
difference.” 

THE 
EAGLE’S
CRY

Friday, December 6, 2019

AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
Mr. Reed hired as Engadine’s next superintendent

Mr. Snyder/The Eagle’s Cry
Mr. Reed, Engadine’s newest superintendent, checks out the 
Science Fair on November 12, 2019.



Lady Eagles look to rebound Key Players

Sophia Vaughn

Camille Crandall

Emma Butkov ich

Imani Miler

Leah French

Breakout Player

Izzy Kopsi

By AVERY DAILEY
The Eagles’ Cry 

ENGADINE – The 
gir ls’  basketball team 
this year is looking very 
promising. Considering 
the team was dominated 
last year, they have 
learned a lot from the 
past. The team looked a 
little small at practice, but 
that may cause the team 
to build a stronger bond. 
Even though the team 
is a little small, French 
seemed confident in his 
teams’ abilities.

“Numbers are a 
little low, but I think we 
can (put a good team 
together).” French said. 
“As for expectations, I 
feel we have a good team. 
I think we can compete in 
every game that we (play) 
against our opponents, so 
things are looking up.”

The Lady Eagles open 
their season at Newberry, 
their biggest rival. Last 
year, the Lady Indians 
bested Engadine in both 
meetings. Newberry is 
a competitive team, but 
French wants to try hard 
to bring the heat for the 
upcoming game.

“I think our first 
game, Newberry is 
always hard,” French 
said. “(It’s) our main 
rivalry, where they beat 
us twice last year, but 
we definitely want to 
have a good showing for 
Newberry. Also, Pickford, 
I think, is going to be our 
number one opponent. So 
we have to show good 
against them, but our 
conference is good this 
year. Between Rudyard, 
Brimley (and) Cedarville, 
so I mean, we got to show 

up for every game if we 
want to compete.” 

To be able to start the 
game off strong, the team 
needs good starters. The 
team this year looks to 
have many strong players 
that can hold their own 
on the court. Considering 
the amount of talent on 
the team this year, they 
should be able to put up a 
good fight on the court. 

Last year they didn’t 
have the best season. 
Together they are going 
to have to work hard 
this year, especially the 
seniors. Considering this 
is their last year playing 
basketball at this school, 
it’s going to be something 
they are going to have 
to try and work hard for. 
They can accomplish 
great things as a team if 
they work together and 
train hard.

Andrew Legault/The Eagle’s Cry
Becca Cameron  makes 
a layup during practice 
recently.

Mr. Snyder’s take
The Lady Eagles 

have a lot of speed on both 
sides of the ball, which will 
lead to plenty of dynamic 
matchups for whoever has 
the ball. But all eyes will be 
on Sophia Vaughn, one of 
the most talented athletes to 
grace the halls of Engadine. 
But outside of Vaughn, 
there’s a significant drop off 
in scoring volume. Vaughn 
can’t be counted on to score 
40 or 50 points every game 
to keep the Lady Eagles 
competitive.

She also can’t be 
counted on to carry a defense 
that gave up an average 
of 55 points a game. The 
defense was a huge reason 
the Lady Eagles won only 
two games last year. French 
is going to have to look to 
junior Camille Crandall to 
bother opposing players 
and help take away inside 
shooting lanes. Crandall’s 
speed and knowledge 
of the game will make 
her a worrisome part of 
any opposing coaches 

gameplan.
What the Lady Eagles 

truly lack is an accurate 
long-range shooter. 
Defenses routinely 
crashed the low post last 
season, cutting off a bulk 
of the Lady Eagles passing 
lanes. French hopes that 
he can find a true 3-point 
shooter this year to spread 
defenses out and create 
easy buckets underneath. 

While Vaughn will 
continue to carry the 
load for the Lady Eagles, 
seeing how Emma 
Butkovich, M.J. Cobe, 
and Becca Cameron 
play this year will be 
paramount. If any of 
those players regularly 
give the Lady Eagles 
between eight to 10 
points a game, defenses 
will have to respect more 
than just Vaughn.

Add to the mix Izzy 
Kopsi, the Wisconsin 
transfer, and French 
has all the right tools to 
bounce back from a very 
forgettable 2-21 season.

Girls Basketball Preview 2



Key Players

Hunter Dennis

Ian McArthur

Kyle Gould

HOS

Michal Vigas

Breakout Player

Charlie Snider

Boys Basketball Preview

Mr. Snyder/The Eagle’s Cry
Mr.  Hanson watches 
his team run drills on 
December 3, 2019.

By BROOKE NEWLAND 
and MIRISSA SHERWOOD
The Eagle’s Cry 

ENGADINE – Boys 
head basketball coach Mr. 
Hanson has no idea what to 
expect with the upcoming 
season. 

And that’s because 
so many teams are 
enigmatic in the Eastern 
Upper Peninsula Athletic 
Conference.

“It’s hard to tell with 
being in the conference,” 
Hanson said. “With the 
teams that we play, it’s 
going to be really close.” 

These upcoming 
games seem unexpected, 
yet Mr. Hanson has some 
ideas for this new season 
and his players.

“Every team we play 
we can lose, we can win, 
it’s going to be a dog fight 
every night,” Hanson said. 

“So all I am expecting from 
my guys is we are going to 
work hard, every single day 
and we want to get better. 
There is an opportunity for 
some who want to play at 
the next level. They show 
up to work every single day. 
They got an opportunity to 
do something with junior 
college.” 

Hanson has been 
working hard to get his 
players ready for this 
upcoming basketball 
season. On varsity, they 
have 13 players and on 
JV they have 14 players.
These are some of the 
biggest teams in school 
history.

Hanson does all 
he can to keep his 
players grounded. 
Last year, in several 
games, the players 
got bogged down with 
how the game was 

progressing. Hanson 
is stressing playing 
with confidence to his 
teams.

“If you go in a game 
thinking that you are 
going to lose, you don’t 
have a chance,” Hanson 
said. “Over the years the 
thing I learned is ... don’t 
go in like this is an easy 
opponent and this is a 
tough opponent. Go in 
with your game plan with 
the idea of you getting 
better. Each play each 
possession, each quarter, 
each game and just better 
yourself.”

While Hanson 
typically calls up every 
member of his team to 
start, with such a large 
player pool this year, he 
has taken the route of 
starting any combination 
of his seven seniors on 
the squad.

Numbers swell for Eagles

Mr. Snyder’s take
Some people might 

see the loss of standout 
athlete Andrew Blanchard 
as a monumental loss to 
this squad. Others, like 
myself, see his departure as 
an opportunity for growth.

Not to diminish what 
Blanchard has done, but 
he has left a role that no 
player on the current 
squad can fill.

And that’s the best 
thing for Mr. Hanson to 
have.

With such a 
dynamic role now gone, 
the workload has to be 
split up amongst the rest 
of the team. And that 
can create the kind of 
matchups teams dread.

Instead of having to 
cover one do-it-all player, 
Hanson has himself an 
overabundance of players 
who can all share the 
workload equally.

Offense was never 
going to be an issue 
with Hanson. His run-
and-shoot offense, more 

often than not, leaves 
opposing teams in the 
dust. To balance things, 
the Eagles need a more 
aggressive defense. 

That was an achilles 
heel for the Eagles last year. 
In games where the offense 
started out slow, some teams 
had already pulled ahead 
by the time things started 
clicking. 

This year, Hanson 
revamped his defense to 
allow fewer open shots. 
Deadly accurate shooters 
would routinely drain 
corner 3-pointers last year. 
This year, Hanson has his 
defense scrambling to the 
corner to gets hands in the 
ball handlers face.

Hunter Dennis, Kyle 
Gould, Ian McArthur and 
Charlie Snider saw plenty 
of minutes last year. Add 
to the mix Hunter Sapp 
(HOS) Caleb Gehrett, and 
an athletic junior class, and 
Hanson has all the pieces 
he needs to give teams 
nightmares.
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Your weekly weather

Skylar White/For the Eagle’s Cry
Members of the high school choir sing “Winter’s here!”  on Wednesday, December 4, 2019.

Skylar White/For the Eagle’s Cry
Avery Dailey sings a solo for 
“Winter’s Here!”

Skylar White/For the Eagle’s Cry
Molly Burton, left, and Trinity 
Sapp sing their duet during “O 
Nata Lux.”

A Joyous Celebration

Avery Dailey/The Eagle’s Cry
High school band members 
perform at the Winter Concert.

Avery Dailey/The Eagle’s Cry
Junior high school band members 
perform at the Winter Concert.

By LEAH GOULD
The Eagle’s Cry

ENGADINE – It was an 
excellent performance at the band 
concert. 

The choir sang four holiday 
songs first. Their program included 
“Swingin’ with Santa C” which is 
more upbeat, and “O Nata Lux,” 
which is more classical and has 
more of a delicate sound.

The junior high school band 
performed next. They played four 
holiday songs, and the high school 
band played three pieces. The high 
school band played “A Joyous 
Celebration” and “Dance of the 
Slippery Slide Trombone.” 

These were favorites of Nick 
Nance and Alicia King.

 “My favorite song was 
probably (A Joyous) Celebration, 
because it was fun to play and it was 
more upbeat.” Nance said. 

“My favorite song was probably 
the slippery slide one because me 
and Luke got to play loud and we 
were like the main parts, so that was 
pretty fun,” King said.

The high school band had 

so much energy and it sounded 
like they practiced a lot. Their 
performance was outstanding.

Mr. Reed also enjoyed the 
concert. 

“There was lots of variety in 
the music. I was also excited to see 
the growth of the middle school 
and high school band,” Reed said. 
“They are much better now than 
they were a year ago. The choir 
was my favorite part of the concert, 
and that’s because building a choir 
from nothing is really difficult. 
The growth in the choir is by far 
the largest growth that I’ve seen 
in the music program. Getting kids 
interested in singing is not easy but 
(Mr. Snyder) found a group of girls 
in highschool that are a strong core 
and enjoy singing.”

 “I really liked it because it was 
very different from what we usually 
play and it was really fun,” Asher 
Nelson said. “I believe we put in 
a lot of work. The middle school 
and high school had an amazing 
performance, and the choir as well.”
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